San Francisco Call, April 17, 1913: 

FIERCE BATTLE ON LAUNCH OFF SAN QUENTIN TWO MEN
Ernest Raynaud, Deputy Game Warden and Marine Reporter of Merchants’ Exchange, Killed, and M. S. Clark, another Deputy, Wounded in Struggle With Members of Balestieri Gang? Hand-to-hand Conflict Ends With the Capture of Desperado 

ILLEGAL NETS USED BY FISH OUTLAWS 

Wounded Man Relates Details of Effort of Officers to Do Duty and Resistance Offered.

Grewsome Sight When Boat Arrives With Bodies of Slain and Hurt?  Rescue Attempt Starts Sanguinary Strife With Its Fatal Culmination

Tales of old sea fights are recalled by the desperate battle fought aboard a small power launch off San Quentln yesterday afternoon between two deputy fish and game wardens and five fishermen known as the Balestieri gang.

Ernest Raynaud, deputy warden and marine reporter for the Merchants' Exchange, is dead. Before passing, however, he exacted the life of Salvatore Balestieri, the leader of the gang, in payment.

Salvatore lived at 2218 Mason Street and was the father of a family.

M.S. Clark, 273 Castro Street, the other deputy, was knocked out of the boat after he had shot one man in the neck and effectively used his teeth, feet and hands on others.

SWIMS ALMOST MILE

For almost a mile Clark swam in the semidarkness and then he was picked up by a Greek fisherman, Joe Swack, when he was about to sink from exhaustion. 

He climbed up on the bow of the boat and took a final glimpse at the launch on which his companion was fighting. He saw four men beating some object in the bottom of the boat and could distinguish the rise and fall of their arms. One of them had as weapon the handle of a heavy oar, about two and a half feet long. In a few minutes the launch was out of sight of the anxious deputy.

MEMBERS OF THE GANG CAUGHT

Surviving members of the gang were arrested about 9:30 last night soon after they tied up their launch at Meigg's wharf. 

Caloggero Balestieri, nephew of Salvatore, went ashore to, secure medical attention for a pistol wound in his right hand. He met Policeman Twomy and while being questioned by that officer Detectives Torn Conlon, F. C. Kracke, Harry Cooke and Jack Manion arrived on the scene, having been sent from headquarters which, had received information of the fight from/Marin county.

They made Caloggero lead them to the launch and they then discovered its grewsome cargo.  In the bottom of the boat were two bodies, Salvatore Balescieri and Ernest Raynaud. The latter was an awful sight. His head had been literally beaten to a pulp and he had been shot as well. 

Deputy, Clark, almost unconscious from loss of blood and the effects of his uneven battle with the cold waters of the bay, told his story last night to Constable George Agnew who investigated the affair for the Marin county authorities. 

He told how he and Raynaud found three fishermen, not supposed to be members of the Balestleri crowd, handling/ the shore end of nets of a kind prohibited by the fish and game laws. They arrested the men and ordered them to get into their boat, which was tied to the shore off Remilard's brickyard, about three miles from San Quentin penitentiary. 

Clark took the helm and one of the two men, whose names have not been learned, was told to run the engine. Raynaud stood guard over the two. 

The Balestieri’s were at San Clemente point, and the deputies saw them rush to their power launch and head for the boat in which were the officers and their three prisoners. Scenting their evil designs. Raynaud ordered the man at the engine to get some speed out of the craft, but the prisoner pretended the engine was broken, and soon the other boat caught up.

The three men were then made by the deputies to get into the trailing dory and three members of the Balestieri outfit ordered to take their place. The other two Balestieris were instructed to follow in the other launch. Raynaud was seated in the stern with the three and Clark kept the helm. Suddenly Clark heard a scuffle and looked about in time to see, one of the Balestieris strike Raynaud. 

Clark then jumped into the fight and for some time the well muscled passion inflamed men fought as only men who go down to the sea can fight. Finally Clark, still clutching his revolver, was knocked into the bay. One of the fishermen jumped to the wheel and in a trice the launch had disappeared. It was getting dark and it seems sheer luck that a passing fisherman rescued the injured, deputy about an hour later. 

Clark was taken to Pape's ark and given first aid treatment. 

The six fishermen were held in detention by the police pending the filing of charges of murder against them are Salvatore Onorato, Orlando Giulio, Cristi Giovanni, Carini Salvatore, Caloggero Balestieri and Orlando Federaha. Balestieri, nephew of the dead fisherman, was shot through the right hand, treated, at the emergency hospital and later removed to the prison. The police are looking for a seventh fisherman implicated.  

Ernest Raynaud although in his twentieth year, was one of the famous characters of the water front. During the six or seven years he had been stationed at Meiggs wharf as lookout for the Merchants exchange and later the Chamber of Commerce he gained a record of saving more lives than any other man on the Pacific coast. 

He was widely known in marine and aquatic circles. As a member of the Dolphin.  He gained coastwide fame as crack oarsman. He was stroke oar of the four oared barge of the Dolphin club, which for two years has held the junior and intermediate championships in the state.

For six years he had watched the Italian fishermen in the cove near Meiggs wharf and came upon a vast fund of knowledge as to their manner of evading  the fish and game laws. About four months ago he secured appointment as deputv fish and game warden and since then has been threatened with death many times. He was regarded by the fisherman as their greatest enemy in the state officialdom. 
--------------------------

San Francisco Call, April 18, 1913:
'THE GAMEST MAN THAT I EVER SAW,’ SAYS M.S. CLARK

Four Men Are Fired Upon While Trying to Make Landing Near Winehaven

Reminiscent of the oyster pirate stories of Jack London was the tale told yesterday by M. S. Clark, fish commissioner who escaped unhurt from

the battle with seven Sicilians near San Quentin Point which ended in the death of Fish Commissioner Ernest A. Raynaud and Salvatorie Balestieri, a fisherman. 

Carlos Balestieri, nephew of the dead man is recovering from a bullet wound to the wrist. He was taken from the city prison to San Rafael yesterday by Sheriff J.J. Keating of Marin county, and Deputy Oscar Emerald. He probably will be charged with murder.  Upon reaching San Rafael, Carlos Balestieri was taken to the San Rafael sanatorium where the bullet in his wrist was extracted by Dr. J.H. Kuser, county physician, and Dr. Ward J. Stone. He will be kept there in charge of Deputy Sheriff Jack Donohue until he is removed to the county jail.  

Balestieri. the dead fisherman, was an old offender. On March 25 he was fined $25 by Judge Shortall for having underweight striped bass in his possession. Raynaud caused his arrest and secured the conviction. 

Several weeks ago, Policeman William Isaacs learned that threats were being made against Raynaud and warned him to be on guard.  

“Raynaud was the gamest man I ever saw,” said Clark in describing the fight.

“Raynaud and I went to California Point on the lookout for illicit fishing. We came across Salvatorie Balestieri, with another unknown fisherman and two clam diggers, working with their nets close to shore.  We watched and saw them take out of the net six striped bass, which they threw into their boat. Then we arrested them.  We were going to release the clam diggers as they were to receive no part of the proceeds from the sale of the fish. 
"At the time of the arrest there was another boat about half a mile distant.  A large, white fishing boat.  

"Raynaud ordered the prisoners to get into Balsstieri's boat, which was painted blue and numbered “20”.  

''Raynaud told the two clam diggers to get into the tender of the fishing boat and Balestieri into the larger craft. Balestieri went to the engine and the other fisherman stood in the open space just aft. Raynaud took a seat at the tiller while I was standing in the bow facing aft.  

''Suddenly without warning I saw Carlos throw both arms about Raynaud and hurl him to the bottom of the boat. At the same instant the unknown fisherman just back of the engine jumped to Carlos' assistance. I started to aid Raynaud when Salvatorie Balestieri aimed at blow at me with what looked like a knife. I had my revolver in my hand and fired point blank, the bullet hitting him somewhere in the head. He sank down groaning. By this time the two men in the white boat jumped into the battle. Carlos Balestieri made for me with a knife and I shot him in the hand. It was then that one of the two men from the white boat aimed a blow at my head with a club. I ducked and caught the force of it on my shoulder.

"Before I could straighten up the other fisherman gave me a shove and I was pitched into the water.  I was able to get hold of my pistol and fired one shot. Then I struck out for the shore but was picked up by Joe Swack, .a marine fireman of Greenbrae. 

 Johnson of 103 Broadway, Oakland, John E. Oberg and Oswald Jensen also of Oakland, were within 200 yards of the launches at the time of the fight. Their schooner, the Eva, was; mired in the marsh near Remilard’s Brickyard. Jonnson said he heard several shots and much loud talking in Italian. He also saw a man climb from the white launch into the blue one and shortly afterwards strike on the head with a club some person seated in the stern. 

He also witnessed the attempt of the men in the launch to run down Clark after he was In the water. 

“They were hot after him," said Johnson, "and l heard them shout in Italian to Clark's rescuer to leave the man in the water. After that the white launch went in the direction of California City and the blue one, in which the fight occurred, cruised along the shore toward the penitentiary.”  

The statements of Clark and Johnson were corroborated by Joseph Swack, Clarks’s rescuer.

San Francisco Call, April 20, 1913:
DEPUTIES ACCUSED OF PERSECUTING CRAB FISHERMEN

Members of Italian Colony Will Demand Grand Jury Investigation as Result

of Battle

MANY COMPLAINTS OF MISTREATMENT

F. S. Fusco Says Raynaud Was Warned Not to Flash Weapon 

To prevent a repetition of the bloody battle between Italian fishermen and deputy fish and game commissioners, which resulted last Wednesday night in the death of Ernest Raynaud and Salvatore Balistera and the wounding of several other men, members of the Italian colony of San Francisco are to demand a grand jury investigation into the alleged persecution of crab fishermen by the deputies. 

Frank S. Fusco, known as the king of fishermen's wharf,  and manager of the Crab Fishermen's Protective union, said yesterday that he would employ an attorney to present their case before the inquisitorial body early next week. 

"I will prove that members of our union have been persecuted for months by certain youthful state deputies who are not old enough to be trusted as minions of the law." said Fusco.

RAYNAUD WARNED

"The death of Raynaud was most unfortunate, but at the same time he had been warned about flashing his gun and shooting promiscuously at anybody whom he suspected of having undersized fish or crabs. Day after day I have seen Raynaud and his associates maltreat Italian crabmen. The entire fishermen's body, numbering more than 800 men have complained about the way they have been threatened.  "One case especially attracted my attention. An old man by the name of Leonardo Bologna came in one day with a crab in his possession. It was one sixteenth of an inch under the size stipulated by law. A deputy ordered him to halt. The old fellow didn't quite understand and he kept on walking. With that the deputy pulled his gun and fired twice into the air. 

"I was an eye witness to the above incident and I have witnessed other similar incidents. There are at least four of the deputies who are hardly more than boys. They like to flash their guns and curse loudly at Italians who they think are violating the law. As a matter of fact we fine members of our own organization who are caught with undersized crabs in their sacks.

WILL ASK FOR INQUIRY.

"We will demand that the grand jury investigate the way the deputies have been terrorizing our members. We are ready to prove every assertion we make. I believe that is the only course to pursue to prevent further trouble between our men and the fish and game commissioners." 

Fusco, whose word is law with the fishermen, said the system of allowing a deputy half the fine in case of conviction was at the bottom of the trouble.

Joseph de Martino, wharfinger at Fishermen's wharf, said he had seen instances of persecution of Italian fishermen by the deputies. He said: "L. Foppiano, employed in the engineering department of the board, of public works, came in one day from a fishing trip. A deputy whose name it is needless to mention rushed up to him and demanded, at the point of his revolver, that he open his sack. Foppiano did so. His crabs were of lawful size. He was angry and wanted to know why a man's life was subject to such danger. I quieted him and told him everything would be all right. But I have seen many incidents of that kind and I will tell of them to the grand Jury." 
CALLS DEPUTIES MENACE

James Black, lookout for; the Chamber of Commerce at Meiggs wharf, who had known Raynaud for years, said the young deputies became a menace to the, community by the way "they flashed their guns on the slightest provocation." 
"I was returning from a ship I had boarded in the channel one night a few; weeks ago," said Black, "carrying a lantern and a megaphone. When I reached Meiggs wharf, a voice from the darkness cried 'halt.' I didn't understand why anybody would halt me so I kept on going. A shot went past my head, then another in rapid succession. I ducked into the office and in rushed a beardless young deputy, holding a smoking six shooter in his hand. "'Where are those crabs,' he demanded, "I told him to go about his business and throw his gun away. I gave the same advice to Ernest Raynaud, but he refused to heed it." The funeral of Ernest A. Raynaud, deputy fish and game commissioner, who was murdered by a gang of fishermen last Wednesday night off Point San Quentln, was held yesterday morning from the parlors of Halstead & Co. in Sutter street. The body of Raynaud was cremated in Cypress Lawn cemetery. Raynaud was 28 years old and leaves a widow.
